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TRAINING

ANNOUNCEMENT
                    Telephone: (540) 375-3095   Fax: (540) 375-4100   E-mail: csarver@cardinalacademy.org

November 24, 2025
Course Title: Red Dot Handgun Instructor Course
Date:



April 14-16, 2026 @ 0800-1630
Location:
Montgomery County Range, 
2366 MOCO Ln. Christiansburg VA
Course Description:
Red Dot Handgun Instructor Course

The Cardinal Academy RDS Handgun Instructor course identifies and fills a training need for the instructional gap in fundamental differences between teaching traditional iron sight handgun and a Minatare Red Dot Sight (MRDS) equipped carry or duty weapon. 

This course instructs the instructor on the concepts, principles and practical application best suited for teaching the MRDS platform to law enforcement, or military to specific needs in student development. 

Students can expect classroom instruction covering the academic and actionable aspects of the MRDS, as well as a two and a half day drills and scenario courses of fire that will cover the most important points of instruction for students. Instructors must pass Qualification at the end of day three.

Specific class instruction includes; 

Day one-Classroom 
• Technology and equipment • How the MRDS works 

• Adoption on handguns, various types 

• Holsters 

• Maintenance 

• Reliability factors for various MRDS 

• Optic mounting (milled/modular/milled-modular systems) 

• Optic maintenance 

• Aspects of aim under stress 

• Environmental factors in sighting systems 

• Target focus shooting advantages 

• Administrative concerns
• Law enforcement policy 
• Physical demonstration of MRDS advantages 

• Critical skills development for beginning students 

Day One Afternoon - Three-Range 
• Range safety 

• Weapon condition 

• Equipment familiarization 

• Movement safety 

• Physical factors • Grip 

• Draw stroke for MRDS acquisition 

• Diagnosing grip efficiency with dot behavior 

• Recovery of optic in recoil 

• Acquiring the RDS from atypical positions (reloads, malfunctions, ready/movement positions) 

• Stress effects on the body/operating under stress • The Sympathetic Nervous System 

• One and three focal plane shooting 

• Building competency under stress 

• Weapon operation and confronting catastrophic malfunctions 

• Basic weapon functions • Proper RDS zero 

• Marksmanship fundamentals 

• RDS behavior and marksmanship for diagnostics 

• RDS use close/intermediate/increased distances 

• Ideal shooting positions 

• Correct fire control operation 

• Building blocks to speed 

• Practical versus precision accuracy 

• Managing ammunition 

• Teaching methodology • Diagnostics for the instructor 

• Target/optic agreement 

• Refining fundamentals based on optic feedback 
Required Equipment: 
• RDS equipped handgun in serviceable condition with a minimum of 3 double stack magazines. Single stack weapons should be accompanied by 5-7 magazines 

• Duty Belt 

• 1200 rounds 

• Magazine pouch(es) 

• Hydration. 

• Hat, eye protection and ear protection. 

• Cleaning and basic tool kit. 


• Marker (seriously, bring a marker.) 

• Sunblock  

• Weapon lubrication
Prerequisites: 
Students are expected to currently serve as a DCJS firearms instructor. Students will be expected to pass a culmination qualification on day three to receive an Instructor Certification 

Fee:
No fee for member agencies

 (Non-member agency personnel will be admitted on a seats available basis.)
$375 per officer for non-member agency personnel

In-service Credit:
24 hours (24 career development)

Class Size:
Maximum 14 students

Please contact Cindy at Cardinal Criminal Justice Academy, 540-375-3095 or by 

email csarver@cardinalacademy.org to register.
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